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WA COUNTRY HEALTH SERVICE — KERRY LODGE AND LECHENAULTIA HOUSE 

303. Mr P.J. RUNDLE to the Minister for Health: 

I have a supplementary question. Can the minister outline what, if any, intention he has to sustain, decrease or 
expand WA government–funded aged and palliative care beds in regional Western Australia, especially in light of 
his forthcoming voluntary assisted dying legislation?  

Mr R.H. COOK replied: 

I thank the member for the question. As I have signalled in this place before, the palliative care strategy was 
launched towards the end of last year and we are looking to bring that strategy to life with better palliative care 
services throughout Western Australia. I will be making some commentary about that in the future. We are looking 
to ensure that we have aged-care funding throughout Western Australia as people need it. We want people to age 
in the communities in which they have lived most of their lives, surrounded by families and support networks. 
That is one of the reasons why we are working hard on it. The member for Vasse asked, “Why did you sell out?” 
in relation to the National Disability Insurance Scheme. I assume she means why did we become part of the 
national scheme in which we now participate. There is a simple reason for that, member for Vasse, and it is called 
$40 billion worth of debt. Quite frankly, we do not have the luxury of the former government to run the state’s 
finances into the ground. We do not have the capacity to simply throw money at any problem that comes along. 
We have to actually manage the state’s finances, something that the Liberal Party never did, and its members 
should spend all their time on the opposition benches reflecting on that. 
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